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People Are Deleting This Muslim Prayer App After Learning Data Was
Shared With U.S. Military

Muslim Pro, which has 98 million downloads worldwide, stated that it is “untrue” that it sold data directly to the military. It has since terminated its relationship with X-
Mode, a company that did sell info to defense contractors.

By Aliya Karim

Published on 11/19/2020 at 6:19 PM
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French Imam Ludovic-Mohamed Zahed uses an unidentified smartphone app to establish the Qiblah or direction of prayer for Muslims toward Mecca prior to Friday prayers at the Ibn Rushd-Goethe Mosque
in Berlin on July 28,2017. | GETTY IMAGES

After VICE’s Motherboard recently broke news that data from Muslim Pro, a popular prayer and Quran app, was sold to the U.S. military, many of
the app’s millions of dedicated users have called out the company for its irresponsibility and decided to live without its services altogether.
Muslim Pro has since announced it would end its relationships with data partners, including X-Mode, one of the tech companies at the center of

Motherboard’s investigation.

According to VICE’s initial report, Muslim Pro — which presents prayer times and shows users the direction of Mecca according to their location —
had shared location data with X-Mode, a location tech company, which sells data to clients that include defense contractors “and by extension,

the military.”
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In an email to VICE, X-Mode said, “Our work with such contractors is international and primarily focused on three use cases: counter-terrorism,
cybersecurity and predicting future COVID-19 hotspots.”

Even though Muslim Pro, which has been downloaded more than 98 million times worldwide, didn’t directly sell data to the military, users have

pointed out the carelessness of the app’s work with data partners.

Must Watch

In This Together: Teens Help At-Risk Individuals, Photo Series Celebrates Black Girls

Many took to social media to argue that this surveillance is just the latest effort in the criminalization of Muslims, both in the U.S. and around the
world. In just one damning example, the New York Police Department under Mayor Mike Bloomberg spied on the city’s mosques, Muslim-owned
businesses, student groups, and community organizations following 9/11 until 2014.
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How the U.S. Military
Buys Location Data
from Ordinary Apps

A Muslim prayer app with over 98 million
downloads is one of the apps connected to a
wide-ranging supply chain that sends
ordinary people's personal data to brokers,
contractors, and the military.
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This is wild and unacceptable. Download a Quran/prayer app and end up with
your data sold to a counterterrorism unit of the US military.

No Muslim app should be selling data, especially not like this. Wow
Link in story

https://www.vice.com/en/article/jggm5x/us-military-location-data-xmode-
locate-x
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Rapper Mona Haydar, fencer Ibtihaj Muhammad, and more react to Imam Omar Suleiman’s post above.

The Center on American-Islamic Relations, a Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization, sent a letter to Democratic Reps. Jerry Nadler (NY),
Adam Smith (WA), and Adam Schiff (CA) yesterday, urging their U.S. House committees to investigate the purchase and use of such data by the
military.

Users have been deleting Muslim Pro from their devices this week out of anger and fear, with many left seeking alternatives.

https://nowthisnews.com/news/people-are-deleting-the-muslim-pro-prayer-app-after-learning-data-was-shared-with-us-military 4/10


https://www.cair.com/press_releases/cair-calls-on-u-s-house-committees-to-probe-the-purchase-of-personal-data-from-muslim-prayer-quran-and-marriage-apps/

2/2/24,10:21 AM People Are Deleting The Muslim Pro Prayer App After Learning Data Was Shared With U.S. Military - NowThis

Muslims have also posted jokes and memes, trying to make light of yet another form of being watched. Some are figuring out prayer times the
old-school way — by tracking the sun’s movement through the sky and the changing shadows here on Earth.

The link to this photo or video may be
broken, or the post may have been
removed.

Visit Instagram

In the meantime, this writer is deleting Muslim Pro from her phone and relying on a physical, paper chart of prayer times.
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