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News • Ramadan

How Muslim Businesses Observing Ramadan Are Overcoming COVID-19
Setbacks
These Muslim-owned businesses are still operating across the U.S. Here’s how you can support them this Ramadan.

By Aliya Karim

Published on 4/24/2020 at 9:18 AM

GETTY IMAGES/ASEM ABUSIR CARRIES A FRESHLY BAKED KNAFEH PASTRY TO VISITORS AT HIS CAFE.

As 1.8 billion Muslims around the globe begin fasting for Ramadan, those who are small business owners are continuing to feel the effects of the
coronavirus pandemic.

Farine Baking Company, a Muslim-owned company in Queens, New York, lost approximately 70% of its business and now has only four employees
working. Knafeh Cafe in Anaheim, California, which specializes in Mediterranean pastries, lost its catering business, which typically accounts for
much of its earned income. And the list goes on and on.

But many of the businesses have continued to make sales by shifting their efforts online.

“People realized that we can deliver knafeh overnight, we can deliver any other type of sweets, and in a couple of days they’ll have it at their
doorsteps,” explained Knafeh Cafe owner Asem Abusir, who continues to make his Palestinian family’s dessert specialty, nablusi knafeh. “That

SUBSCRIBE

https://nowthisnews.com/news
https://nowthisnews.com/topics/ramadan
https://nowthisnews.com/authors/aliya-karim
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/04/06/why-muslims-are-the-worlds-fastest-growing-religious-group/
https://nowthisnews.com/
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters
https://nowthisnews.com/newsletters


2/2/24, 10:31 AM How Muslim Businesses Observing Ramadan Are Overcoming COVID-19 Setbacks - NowThis

https://nowthisnews.com/news/how-muslim-businesses-observing-ramadan-are-overcoming-covid-19-setbacks 2/10

activated our website in a good way.”

Kareem’s Falafel, also in Anaheim, lost 60% of its in-store sales but has nearly doubled its sales to local supermarkets. Customers have also been
purchasing its “quarantine falafel” to cook at home.

“This is a new era in business,” said Idris Braithwaite, the owner of Abu’s Bakery in Brooklyn. “You get used to having to improvise in order to find
a way to stay alive.”

Braithwaite knows of two people from his local business community who’ve died from COVID-19, and another who is in the hospital fighting for
his life. To help slow the spread of the virus, barbershops, nail salons, gyms, and other businesses deemed non-essential have shuttered their
windows.

“We can’t take for granted that some of these institutions will be there after this,” he said. “It almost feels like another wave of gentrification.”

In states that are starting to reopen some businesses this week, those in the food industry are nervous about the repercussions.

“In a way, with things being locked down, we felt safer,” explained Riyad Al-Kasem, who owns Cafe Rakka in Hendersonville, Tennessee. “Now
they’re trying to open the state prematurely, [and] some of my employees are feeling extremely in danger.”

Despite the drop in sales and the risks of reopened economies, many are continuing the work of feeding their communities. BigDash is one of
more than a dozen Muslim-owned businesses in the Dallas, Texas, area that have teamed up to feed local health care workers.

“We’ve been matching the food with sweet boxes so we can give back and help out the people on the front lines,” BigDash owner Kareem Alrefaai
explained. “We’re very optimistic, hoping that when this is all over with, everything goes back to normal. Of course, we have to do our part in
order for us to get to the other side.”

“In times like this where people need to be reassured that things will be okay, it serves a purpose of helping people maintain the community,
maintain a sense of normality,” Braithwaite said. “[We’re serving] that purpose of what comfort food does.”

It’s nearly impossible to list all the Muslim-owned businesses in the U.S. that are still operating during the COVID-19 pandemic, but here are some
worth considering this Ramadan:

CALIFORNIA

D.C.

Cracked & Battered (San Francisco) — takeout (call 415-926-8645)·

De Afghanan Kabob House (San Francisco) — takeout (call 415-929-1124); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, and Uber Eats; also delivering
meals to health care workers

·

Kareem’s Falafel (Anaheim) — delivery through DoorDash and Grubhub; falafel mix free nationwide shipping·

Khan Saab Desi Craft Kitchen (Fullerton) — takeout (call 714-853-1081 for 10% off); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, and Postmates; also
distributing free vegan meals and bags of rice and lentils every Friday

·

Knafeh Cafe (Anaheim) — takeout and delivery (call 714-442-0044); knafeh and dessert free nationwide shipping; selling qatayef and warbat for
Ramadan

·

Kroran Uyghur Cuisine (San Diego) — takeout for 15% off (call 858-430-6730); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, Postmates, and Uber Eats·

Pakwan Restaurant (San Francisco) — takeout at all locations; delivery from Tenderloin and Ocean Avenue locations through DoorDash and Uber
Eats

·

https://nowthisnews.com/news/these-southern-states-will-begin-reopening-despite-covid-19-spread
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2020/04/17/dallas-areas-muslim-community-coordinates-to-provide-masks-meals-to-parkland-hospital-and-more-help-on-the-way/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Cracked-Battered/1034806870038771
https://deafghanankabobhouse.com/
http://www.kareemsfalafel.com/
https://www.khansaaboc.com/
https://knafehcafe.com/
https://kroransd.com/
https://pakwanrestaurant.com/
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FLORIDA

ILLINOIS

MARYLAND

MASSACHUSETTS

MICHIGAN

MINNESOTA

Dolan Uyghur (Cleveland Park) — takeout (call 202-686-3941); also delivering meals to health care workers·

George’s (Georgetown) — takeout and delivery through website, use code stayhome2020 for 20% off·

Mama Ayesha’s (Woodley Park) — takeout (call 202-232-5431)·

New Dynasty (Dupont Circle) — takeout (call 202-296-6688); delivery through Grubhub and Postmates·

Al Basha Grill (Miami) — takeout and delivery (call 786-216-7114)·

Bawarchi Biryanis (Brandon) — delivery online or by phone (call 813-324-9314), use code delivery for $10 off·

Zeko’s Grill (Tampa) — takeout and delivery through website·

Chayhana (Chicago) — takeout (call 773-942-7720); delivery through Grubhub·

I Dream Of Falafel (Chicago, Oakbridge Terrace, Vernon Hills) — takeout/curbside pickup and delivery (call 312-559-3333); also delivering meals
to health care workers

·

Sabri Nihari (Chicago) — takeout (call 773-465-3272); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, and Uber Eats; also delivering meals to health care
workers

·

Amina Thai (Rockville) — takeout and delivery (call 301-770-9509)·

Eerkin’s Uyghur Cuisine (D.C., Rockville) — takeout at two locations; delivery through Grubhub, Postmates, and Uber Eats, order online for 10%
off; also donating meals to health workers

·

Darbar (Brighton) — takeout; delivery through DoorDash and Grubhub·

Moroccan Hospitality Restaurant (Somerville) — takeout (call 617-623-0020); delivery through Uber Eats·

Sam’s Falafel & Shawarma (Somerville) — order online for free delivery and 20% off·

Silk Road Express (Allston) — takeout (call 617-987-0121); delivery through Chowbus and Grubhub·

Silk Road Uyghur Cuisine (Cambridge) — takeout (call 617-945-1909)·

Tawakal Halal Cafe (Boston) — takeout/curbside pickup (call 617-418-5890); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, and Uber Eats·

Bonoful Sweets & Cafe (Hamtramck) — takeout (call 313-368-8800); delivery through DoorDash·

Good Burger (Dearborn, Detroit, Garden City) — takeout/curbside pickup and delivery at all locations·

Hamido (Dearborn) — takeout/curbside pickup (call 313-582-0660); delivery through DoorDash·

Sajouna Cafe & Bakery (Dearborn Heights) — takeout/curbside pickup (call 313-277-8877)·

Shatila (Dearborn) — takeout/curbside pickup (call 313-582-1952); delivery through DoorDash; baklava and dessert nationwide shipping·

Wally’s Falafel & Hummus (Minneapolis) — takeout for 10% off (call 612-746-4776); delivery through Bite Squad and DoorDash; also delivering
meals to health care and emergency workers

·

World Street Kitchen (Minneapolis) — takeout/curbside pickup and free delivery for $25 and up through website and app·

https://www.dolanuyghur.com/
https://www.dolanuyghur.com/read-def504dd245c4a39f386df7a2c4d1a53
https://georgesdc.com/
https://mamaayeshas.com/
https://www.new-dynasty.com/
http://albashagrillmiami.com/
https://www.bawarchitampa.com/Home
https://www.zekosgrill.com/
https://www.facebook.com/1Chayhana/
https://www.idreamoffalafel.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IDreamofFalafel/posts/10157027121440233?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAyZ1_nZMBiR01oic9Tn85HkpSNLY4WOYnguJNaEE6vJDxdd3vPAW6ftbt0Ht-rLeGVPpfK58ycy3igyA6m-Mso55PMW8pp_k5HHaINp9QIxsRp1s9fBswv2wyF-pIZEzRpykkXJUWJKIbfAAtX0y-aKnO0WHViIOJ1xLrNCpPdUD4oKQjtkkU5IeeRS6_e-amlrobwQzPGdrCgmBSru55dROPKwH5CLUv0guEBqxzacHLPM_Nz9NcvBWskFsZgWnZmBGrdkWfMhUh_LvAXy8SNVLd94VKSSlsogDaLxp8ptz3skBoyfM7rKwOsFmg30Ujoy2o4RGKsgS_IiYoU&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARB0Gp7CM5D0teKr0khFQkwJJgJPJGMGfEmFk4sJI0vNMQLKqzCeQ4eZAWMnTtemzDj0ZYq3v0CxpdxVjeCc-j7p7N66JBMHXcBwFz2uC260Pl7oumWNrlarcaX3vuMFCQqys-Fq6kefK8MgNnjxHg-S1fy7ZYoLOFeNewiMlnFpxOUvJ4UKoHZwgPFLWvvs1IMkCaXPSVS2knNkHdX4Sg7Zt9X_LhZTZgHZmBzUESCFli6emLEn5PxqdQI0N_qEpar2S2V5e4go8_5mesoMLJeMw-A2MNPQc8q03MZP7KzcEayIAWzJ-WET1jeCqF3AXu339-xtyMIjr540fI6Y&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/SabriNihari/posts/3224593234226161?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARAE9njUgETdBr7hnsuBjzmK-NtHiPAOULOg5YpWX0SKrJCvpSnbfwUjiSvLxFA9ux3461vcOuNfmFhsGV_yduVimGF3QbVMTjmFNxsOp5VbJXw1ZE3Q2SaP0vJipqezq4sPcQtUWmGGlpXpkkNP1AalnRa5cG9Vs462xfMq5qIaNQKYnygXg1Axx79tE2SCzeF-emXL_LJPp2TmCTKyLAJpCbTpo2_SHRj6YrJmLPJ6RM-Nw7P3AcNvgCcERaSuY4_Ww_4zVowTWrg0y22FIJgWZNXWc5DhZcOscI_jWfvzwTbSfkcDb-bsNznrzekosdwhJ7IwlUSrt5IJVfKB8BdcUA&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARDg5AnTQ_mufy6W-SAT-RsEaFXnzpCyS6t5hm8nWazJWakQetLKpBtLyXucTEBDl9D1ObjP72xS9ePT1FsvrpRM_wMG0F8P8Aa2zOmcXz4x_XdXgHuwnsZi3v6hKsLJ8eapfJfp-Ijdis074qtfcJWBCoexsWJctWow71i3oZaHLHC1Di3ucXX7jWs0VpGaFHOZxaJ4flmeYPc5FAsYfZSUPgPwkbr2pmvJjdEUPMpMXAceSqaw18FN-z0c710hXVEPXwXCLDoISg4AmjMRXldFkbqDRrXpE4rAaSzikFCOUJ5x2oS8i6M3L21k2Jpmpuq6gJLbLHzhdGxBJCHATkP84Q&__tn__=-R
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Thai-Restaurant/Amina-Thai-Restaurant-108172962558473/
https://www.facebook.com/eerkins/
https://www.darbarbrighton.com/
https://www.facebook.com/moroccanhospitality/
https://www.samsfalafel.com/
https://www.silkroadcambridge.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TawakalHalalCafe/
https://zosgoodburger.com/
http://hamidorestaurant.com/
http://sajounacafe.com/
https://shatila.com/blog/
https://www.wallysfalafelandhummus.com/
https://www.eatwsk.com/
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NEW JERSEY

NEW YORK

OHIO

PENNSYLVANIA

TENNESSEE

TEXAS

Flamez Wood Fired Pizza (Blackwood) — takeout for 5% off; delivery through website for 10% off·

Kabab Paradise (Lake Hiawatha, Randolph, Teaneck) — takeout at all three locations; delivery through website or Uber Eats·

N Thai Palace (East Brunswick, Somerset) — takeout (call 732-257-1172); delivery through DoorDash and Grubhub·

Tribos Peri Peri (Saddle Brook, Jersey City) — takeout and delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, and Uber Eats·

Abu’s Bakery (Brooklyn) — takeout and delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, Postmates, and Uber Eats; also offering iftar meals to the local
community on May 12 and 19

·

BK JANI (Brooklyn) — takeout (call 347-460-5110); delivery through Grubhub·

David’s Brisket House (Brooklyn) — delivery through Caviar, DoorDash, Grubhub, and Seamless·

Halal Hot Fried Chicken (Bronx) — takeout (call 718-829-2834)·

Farine Baking Company (Queens) — takeout and delivery through website and Grubhub; special iftar menu for Ramadan; also delivering weekly
meals to health care and rescue workers and handing out free food at the storefront

·

Lagman House (Brooklyn) — delivery through DoorDash and Postmates·

Sahadi’s (Brooklyn) — in-person shopping at Industry City location; curbside pickup at both locations; delivery through Caviar and Mercato·

Honest Chops Butchery (Manhattan) — delivery through Mercato; limited in-store pickup Wednesday-Sunday (call 212-388-0762)·

Istanbul Grill (Avon) — takeout and delivery (call 440-937-0733)·

Lavash Cafe (Columbus) — takeout/curbside pickup through website; delivery through DoorDash and Uber Eats·

MoMo’s Kebab (Cleveland) — takeout (call 216-932-3512)·

Pepper’s Wings & Fish (Columbus) — in-person orders and takeout (call 614-859-7486); drive-thru·

Al Zaytouna (Philadelphia) — takeout (call 215-574-5040); delivery through website and Caviar·

Joe & Pie Cafe Pizzeria (Coraopolis, Pittsburgh) — delivery through website or by phone at three locations; also delivering pizza to health care
workers

·

Manakeesh (Philadelphia) — takeout and delivery through website and Caviar·

Saad’s Halal Restaurant (Philadelphia) — takeout (call 215-222-7223); delivery through Uber Eats·

Cafe Rakka (Hendersonville) — takeout/curbside pickup and delivery (call 615-824-6264); special combo meals for Ramadan; also delivering
meals to health care workers

·

Yassin’s Falafel House (Knoxville) — takeout/curbside pickup from West Knoxville location (call 865-247-7567); delivery through Bite Squad; also
offering free meals to children in need

·

Agha Juice & Cafe (Carrollton, North Houston, Plano, Sugarland) — delivery through DoorDash·

Andalous Mediterranean Grill (Arlington, Irving, Richardson) — takeout and delivery at all locations for $30 and up within 10 miles·

https://www.flamezwoodfiredpizza.com/
https://www.kababparadise.com/
https://www.nthaipalacenj.com/
https://tribosperiperi.com/
https://abusbakery.com/
https://www.instagram.com/bkjani/
https://davids-brisket-house.business.site/
https://www.farinebakingcompany.com/
https://lagmanhouse.com/
https://sahadis.com/
https://honestchops.com/
https://www.istanbulgrillavon.com/
https://www.lavashcafe.com/
http://momoskebab.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PeppersWings/
https://www.orderalzaytouna.com/#/
https://joeandpie.com/
https://joeandpie.com/pgh-vs-pandemic/
https://www.manakeeshgrill.com/
https://www.saadhalal.com/
http://www.caferakka.com/
http://www.yassinsfalafelhouse.com/
http://aghajuice.com/
https://www.andalousgrill.com/
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VIRGINIA

WASHINGTON

In This Together: Teens Help At-Risk Individuals, Photo Series Celebrates Black Girls

BigDash (Frisco, Richardson) — takeout/curbside pickup and delivery at both locations; extending hours to midnight for Ramadan; also donating
sweets to health care workers

·

Layal Cafe & Creperie (Houston) — takeout for 20% off (call 713-360-7835)·

Lime n Dime (Plano) — takeout/curbside pickup (call 214-501-2183); delivery through Uber Eats·

S&S CheeseSteaks (Arlington) — drive-thru; delivery through DoorDash and Grubhub·

Sukoon Coffee & Ice Cream (Lewisville) — takeout and delivery through DoorDash and Uber Eats·

We’re-Dough Bakery (Houston) — takeout/curbside pickup (call 832-582-8877); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, Postmates, and Uber Eats·

Burger 7 (Arlington, Alexandria, Dunn Loring, Tyson’s Corner) — takeout and delivery at all locations·

East West Grill (Arlington) — takeout and delivery (call 703-312-4888)·

HalalCo (Falls Church) — meat and grocery curbside pickup and delivery (call 703-532-3202); limited customer capacity in-store·

Levant Kitchen (Fairfax) — free delivery within 10 miles (call 571-303-8709)·

Almanqal Mediterranean Grill (Seattle) — takeout (call 206-659-4664); delivery through DoorDash, Grubhub, and Uber Eats·

Jasmine Kitchen (Kirkland) — takeout (call 425-820-8002); delivery through Grubhub·

Juba Restaurant & Cafe (Seattle) — takeout (call 206-202-2011)·

Must Watch

https://bigdash.com/
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/public-health/2020/04/17/dallas-areas-muslim-community-coordinates-to-provide-masks-meals-to-parkland-hospital-and-more-help-on-the-way/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=731027353969079&id=144402082631612&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCiHx_FkN8JeqY_MWHwoKwrCFnEQI4rpU3ZXWff9IckhD3TW_3ehzO3PziCZtI7MZPhX_fRqpRrJhoWvL2O5sd8v5RWpQzeRowsqP8U4ibaTYr_D7rfHkhMrukebme77xbvXCTwXNdXqE4SPRYGTXYT5k_7VMlDuUpLNcjspnQKtNQGQbzLNTw4duNA5mYMUlQOq5m1Y0qWOH5gZqzEWZ4C76nkW_eG6DCfzGm8xDOsq7VejhrccxL1h3dOUbkipETUDYFWkFO4AcsE59ZXGPAHbGPC17dLuPNsQgOd9l29NyMU_BrfeGr0yulj7gbjOve49Q9OPTe8GwnrQLOFAOM&__xts__%5B1%5D=68.ARCt-uV2mmVLVvGNF0mv9ezZ7kkgpRnks5RuQHAo-faLieLAJbWQxtvuhZC8HCjXqR9p1hNmhMjE02fA0SlWkw4X8prVI7JoLXG4E8EdQG7Z_-lxGOrRI6Fdf4YWW7kwXG6-Sj0K6chraFQvQ-nzA2tTqerxaiFcxbpzITOHDYYv5W08AjJNsXEHAORZsXn6ubh_4M-qIqstxC0HxrI-1K4AhU6SSLrnjc9sd9zDlZd72BuA5RtjcpTJWdryrdtbv7IlQ1tqc4i5wQCttSgYZ3gUm8gM0oMxa-ydQhZqgqkW6PybuK__FKPv1dW9lhufjaeYR-waRWrzslaFFSUAaCU&__tn__=-R
https://www.layalcafe.com/
https://www.facebook.com/limendime/
https://www.facebook.com/SnSCheeseSteaks/
https://www.sukooncoffeeicecream.com/
https://we-re-dough.com/
http://burgerseven.com/
https://www.eastwestkabob.com/
https://www.halalco.com/
https://www.levantkitchenva.com/
https://www.almanqalgrill.com/
https://jasminekitchenwa.com/
http://jubacafe.com/
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